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Comments from judges:

1. Well-written research papers in APA format.   Requirements were overview, introduction, and conclusion but there were missing parts in some research papers, hence points were deducted.  Students did not interpret resources.  Cited facts but did not elaborate.  They need to pay attention to rubric.
2. Patient observations.  Over-diagnosis of symptoms.  Some of them were trying to diagnose cancer.  In their role as a medical assistant, they have more contact time with the patient and need to listen more.  Talk to patient like they are human beings.
3. SOAP notes.  How much instruction was given?  Plans should match assessment.  Templates for protocol given so students can practice vital signs.  Suggestions:  wash hands, history, identify patients.
4. Powerpoint presentations could tell who practiced.  Let audience read and speaker elaborate.  Students got better from last year.
5. Ethical dilemma regarding the homeless patient and the 16-year old boy with bruises.  Something wrong with household and we should do something about this.  How am I going to act?  Be a whistle blower; needs to tell the doctor.
6. Research paper.  Missing conclusion.  Citings did not elaborate.  Make sure the research paper hit all of the points on the rubric.  
7. Presentation.  Eye contact—only looked at notes.  Students need to make eye contact with judges.
8. Introduction.  Nice to shake hands and introduce themselves.  
9. Judges learn from the students’ presentation.
10. From papers to presentation, judges could see growth, i.e., vital signs addressed, missing pieces were in the presentation, used technology well.
11. Standardized powerpoint.  Ethical legal on left side of each slide was one example.
12. Lack of overall ability to understand location of different organs.  Locate body system/organ.  What is affect on multiple systems?  Diagnosis . .. potential diagnosis . . . 
13. Tell students to speak slower and with clarity.  Encourage questions.

Teacher comments:

1. Senior projects use MLA.
2. Getting the topic earlier in the year would help, i.e., at the beginning of 1st quarter.
3. Farrington is on block schedule and receives students in January.  Her students only had two weeks to put together research paper.
4. Seating arrangement in the room.   Students could see each other’s screens.  Maybe look for another seating arrangement to protect the idea(s) of each team.
5. References quality versus quantity.  Less is better.  NoWikipedia.  WebMD, need to specify article from same website.
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